
COMPETITION DEFINITIONS - FIAP 
 

 
 

 

 
OPEN 

Any pictorial treatment of a subject which contains the element of good 

arrangement of composition and reflects the interpretation of the photographer. 
 

 

MONOCHROME – F.I.A.P Definiton 
A black and white work fitting from the very dark grey (black) to the very clear 

grey (white) is a monochrome work with the various shades of grey.  A black 

and white work toned entirely in a single colour will remain a monochrome 
work able to stand in the black and white category.  On the other hand a black 

and white work modified by a partial toning or by the addition of one colour 

becomes a colour work (polychrome) to stand in the colour category. 

 
 

COLOUR – F.I.A.P. Definition 

Any photograph that is not monochrome.  It includes a monochrome 
photograph that has been partially toned or had colour added. 

 

 
NATURE – F.I.A.P. Definition 

Nature photography depicts living, untamed animals and uncultivated plants 

in a natural habitat, geology and the wide diversity of natural phenomena, from 
insects to icebergs.  Photographs of animals that are domesticated, caged or 

under any form of restraint, as well as photographs of cultivated plants are 

ineligible.  Minimal evidence of humans is acceptable for nature subjects, such 

as barn owls or storks, adapting to an environment modified by humans, or 
natural forces, like hurricanes or tidal waves, reclaiming it.  The original image 

must have been taken by the photographer, whatever photographic medium is 

used.  Any manipulation or modification to the original image is limited to 
minor retouching of blemishes and must not alter the content of the original 

scene.  After satisfying the above requirements, every effort should be made to 

ensure the highest level of artistic skill in all nature photographs. 
 

 

PEOPLE/PORTRAIT 
A photograph of a person or persons that may range from a head study to full 

body length.  This section includes candid photographs and formal portraits. 



COMPETITION DEFINITIONS – PSA 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MONOCHROME DEFINITION 

An image is considered to be Monochrome only if it gives the impression of 

having no color (i.e. contains only shades of gray which can include pure black 

and pure white) OR it gives the impression of being a grayscale image that has 

been toned in one color across the entire image. (For example by Sepia, red, 

gold, etc.) A grayscale or multi-colored image modified or giving the impression 

of having been modified by partial toning, multi toning or by the inclusion of 

spot coloring does not meet the definition of monochrome and shall be 

classified as a Color Work. 

 

PROJECTED IMAGE DIVISION - PID 

Projected images in separate color and monochrome (see above for 

Monochrome definition) classes whether they are from digital files or 

slides.  The subject matter is unrestricted.  There may be a theme specified for 

some PSA-recognized PID exhibitions and the exhibition’s definition of the 

theme should be consulted. 

 

NATURE DIVISION - ND 

The portrayal of the many aspects of nature - plant and animal life, natural 

features of land and seas or natural phenomena. Nature photography is 

restricted to the use of the photographic process to depict all branches of 

natural history, except anthropology and archaeology, in such a fashion that a 

well-informed person will be able to identify the subject material and certify its 

honest presentation. See also, Definition of Nature - all images used in PSA 

Nature Division competitions and PSA-recognized exhibitions must meet the 

PSA Nature Definition of Nature Photography. 

 

PHOTO TRAVEL DIVISION - PTD 

A Photo Travel image must express the feeling of a time and place, and portray 

a land, its distinctive features or culture in its natural state. There are no 

geographical limitations. Closeup pictures of people or objects must include 

distinguishable environment. Techniques that add to, relocate, replace or 

remove any element of the original image, except by cropping, are not 

permitted. All adjustments must appear natural. Conversion to full 

monochrome is acceptable. Derivations, including infrared, are unacceptabl 

http://www.psa-photo.org/index.php?nature-nature-definition

